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1	  Scope and Application

Adoption

1.1	 These UIPM Para – sport regulations are referred to throughout this doc-
ument as the ‘Classification Rules’. They have been prepared by UIPM to 
implement the requirements of the 2015 IPC Athlete Classification Code and 
International Standards. 

1.2	 The Classification Rules have been adopted by UIPM Executive Board on 6th 
July 2017. 

1.3	 These Classification Rules refer to a number of Appendices. These Appendi-
ces form an integral part of the Classification Rules. 

1.4	 These Classification Rules form part of the UIPM Rules and Regulations.

1.5	 The Classification Rules are supplemented by a number of Classification 
forms that have been prepared to assist Athlete Evaluation. These forms are 
available from UIPM, and can be amended by UIPM from time to time.

Classification 

1.6	 Classification is undertaken to:

a)	 define who is eligible to compete in Para sport and consequently who 
has the opportunity to reach the goal of becoming a Paralympic Ath-
lete; and 

b)	 Group Athletes into Sport Classes which aim to ensure that the im-
pact of Impairment is minimised and sporting excellence determines 
which Athlete or team ultimately victorious.

Application

1.7	 These Classification Rules apply to all Athletes and Athlete Support Person-
nel who are registered and/or licensed with UIPM and/or participate in any 
Events or Competitions organised, authorised or recognised by UIPM.

1.8	 These Classification Rules must be read and applied in conjunction with all 
other applicable rules of UIPM including but not limited to the sport tech-
nical rules of Para Pentathlon. In the event of any conflict between these 
Classification Rules and any other rules, the Classification Rules shall take 
precedence.

International Classification

1.9	 UIPM will only permit an Athlete to compete in an International Competition 
if that Athlete has been allocated a Sport Class (other than Sport Class Not 
Eligible) and designated with a Sport Class Status in accordance with these 
Classification Rules. 

1.10	 UIPM will provide opportunities for Athletes to be allocated a Sport Class and 
designated with a Sport Class Status in accordance with these Classification 
Rules at Recognised Competitions (or other such locations as defined by 
UIPM). UIPM will advise Athletes, National Bodies and National Paralympic 
Committees in advance as to such Recognised Competitions (or other such 
locations).

General 
Provisions

These UIPM Para – 
sport regulations are 
referred to throughout 
this document as the 
‘Classification Rules’. 

These Classification 
Rules must be 
read and applied in 
conjunction with all 
other applicable rules 
of UIPM including but 
not limited to the sport 
technical rules of Para 
Pentathlon.

PART ONE:
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Interpretation and Relationship to Code 

1.11	 References to an ‘Article’ mean an Article of these Classification Rules, refer-
ences to an ‘Appendix’ mean an Appendix to these Classification Rules, and 
Capitalised terms used in these Classification Rules have the meaning given 
to them in the Glossary to these Classification Rules.

1.12	 References to a ‘sport’ in these Classification Rules refer to both a sport and 
an individual discipline within a sport of Para Pentathlon, Para Tetrathlon, 
Para Triathle and Laser run.

1.13	 The Appendices to these Classification Rules are part of these Classification 
Rules both of which may be amended, supplemented and/or replaced by 
the UIPM from time to time.

1.14	 Headings used in these Classification Rules are used for convenience only 
and have no meaning that is separate from the Article or Articles to which 
they refer.

1.15	 These Classification Rules are to be applied and interpreted as an independ-
ent text but in a manner that is consistent with the 2015 IPC Athlete Classifi-
cation Code and the accompanying International Standards. 

2	     Roles and Responsibilities

2.1	 It is the personal responsibility of Athletes, Athlete Support Personnel, and 
Classification Personnel to familiarise themselves with all the requirements 
of these Classification Rules. 

Athlete Responsibilities

2.2	 The roles and responsibilities of Athletes include to:

c)	 be knowledgeable of and comply with all applicable policies, rules and 
processes established by these Classification Rules;

d)	 participate in Athlete Evaluation in good faith;

e)	 ensure when appropriate that adequate information related to Health 
Conditions and Eligible Impairments is provided and/or made available 
to UIPM;

f)	 cooperate with any investigations concerning violations of these Classi-
fication Rules; and

g)	 Actively participate in the process of education and awareness, and 
Classification research, through exchanging personal experiences and 
expertise.

Athlete Support Personnel Responsibilities

2.3	 The roles and responsibilities of Athlete Support Personnel include to:

a)	 be knowledgeable of and comply with all applicable policies, rules and 
processes established by these Classification Rules;

References to a ‘sport’ 
in these Classification 
Rules refer to both 
a sport and an 
individual discipline 
within a sport of 
Para Pentathlon, 
Para Tetrathlon, Para 
Triathle and Laser run.

Ensure when 
appropriate that 
adequate information 
related to Health 
Conditions and 
Eligible Impairments is 
provided and/or made 
available to UIPM.

Have a complete 
working knowledge of 
all applicable policies, 
rules and processes 
established by these 
Classification Rules.

b)	 use their influence on Athlete values and behaviour to foster a positive 
and collaborative Classification attitude and communication;

c)	 assist in the development, management and implementation of Classi-
fication Systems; 

d)	 cooperate with any investigations concerning violations of these Clas-
sification Rules.

Classification Personnel Responsibilities

2.4	 The roles and responsibilities of Classification Personnel include to:

a)	 have a complete working knowledge of all applicable policies, rules and 
processes established by these Classification Rules;

b)	 use their influence to foster a positive and collaborative Classification 
attitude and communication;

c)	 assist in the development, management and implementation of Classi-
fication Systems, including participation in education and research; and

d)	 cooperate with any investigations concerning violations of these Clas-
sification Rules.
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3	 	  Classification Personnel
3.1	 Classification Personnel are fundamental to the effective implementation 

of these Classification Rules. UIPM will appoint a number of Classification 
Personnel, each of whom will have a key role in the organisation, implemen-
tation and administration of Classification for the UIPM.

Head of Classification

3.2	 UIPM must appoint a Head of Classification. The Head of Classification is a 
person responsible for the direction, administration, co-ordination and im-
plementation of Classification matters for UIPM.

3.3	 If a Head of Classification cannot be appointed, UIPM may appoint another   
person, or group of persons collectively (provided such person or group of 
persons agrees to comply with the Classifier Code of Conduct), to act as the 
Head of Classification. 

3.4	 The Head of Classification is not required to be a certified Classifier.  

3.5	 The Head of Classification may delegate specific responsibilities and/or the 
transfer specific tasks to designated Classifiers, or other persons authorised 
by UIPM.

3.6	 Nothing in these Classification Rules prevents the Head of Classification 
(if certified as a Classifier) from also being appointed as a Classifier and/or 
Chief Classifier.

Classifiers

3.7	 A Classifier is a person authorised as an official and certified by the UIPM to 
conduct some or all components of Athlete Evaluation as a member of a 
Classification Panel.

Chief Classifiers

3.8	 A Chief Classifier is a Classifier appointed to direct, administer, co-ordinate 
and implement Classification matters for a specific Competition or at such 
other location as defined by UIPM. In particular, a Chief Classifier may be 
required by UIPM to do the following:

3.8.1	 identify those Athletes who will be required to attend an Eval-
uation Session;

3.8.2	 supervise Classifiers to ensure that these Classification Rules 
are properly applied during Classification;

3.8.3	 manage Protests in consultation with UIPM; and

3.8.4	 liaise with the relevant Competition organisers to ensure that all 
travel, accommodation and other logistics are arranged in order 
that Classifiers may carry out their duties at the Competition.

3.9	 A Chief Classifier may delegate specific responsibilities and/or transfer spe-
cific tasks to other appropriately qualified Classifiers, or other appropriate-
ly qualified UIPM officers or representatives, and/or appropriately qualified 
persons in the local organising committee of a Competition.

Classification 
Personnel

Head of Classification 
is a person responsible 
for direction ,co-
ordination and 
implementation 
of classification  
matters and may 
delegate specific  
responsabilities to 
designated Classifiers.

PART TWO:
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Trainee Classifiers

3.10	 A Trainee Classifier is a person who is in the process of formal training by 
UIPM. 

3.11	 UIPM may appoint Trainee Classifiers to participate in some or all compo-
nents of Athlete Evaluation under the supervision of a Classification Panel, to 
develop Classifier Competencies.

4	 	  Classifier Competencies, Training and   
  	 Certification

4.1	 A Classifier will be authorised to act as a Classifier if that Classifier has been 
certified by UIPM as having the relevant Classifier Competencies.

4.2	 UIPM must provide training and education to Classifiers to ensure Classifiers 
obtain and/or maintain Classifier Competencies.

4.3	 UIPM must specify and publish Classifier Competencies in a manner that is 
transparent and accessible. The Classifier Competencies must include that 
a Classifier has: 

4.3.1	 a thorough understanding of these Classification Rules;

4.3.2	 an understanding of the sport(s) for which they seek certifi-
cation to act as a Classifier, including an understanding of the 
technical rules of the sport(s);

4.3.3	 an understanding of the Code and the International Standards; 
and

4.3.4	 a professional qualification(s), level of experience, skills and/or 
competencies in order to act as a Classifier for UIPM. These 
include that Classifiers must either:

a)	 be a certified health professional in a field relevant to the 
Eligible Impairment category which UIPM at its sole dis-
cretion deems acceptable, such as a physician or physi-
otherapist for Athletes with a Physical Impairment; oph-
thalmologist or optometrist for Athletes with a Vision 
Impairment; and/or a psychologist for Athletes with an 
Intellectual Impairment; or

b)	 have an extensive coaching or other relevant background 
in the particular sport(s); or a recognised and reputable 
academic qualification which encompasses a requisite 
level of anatomical, biomechanical and sport-specific 
expertise, which UIPM at its sole discretion deems to be 
acceptable.

4.4	 UIPM must establish a process of Classifier Certification by which Classifier 
Competencies are assessed. This process must include:

4.4.1	 a process for the certification of Trainee Classifiers;

4.4.2	 quality assessment for the period of certification;

4.4.3	 a process for handling substandard performance, including op-
tions for remediation and/or withdrawal of certification; and

4.4.4	 a process for Re-certification of Classifiers.

4.5	 UIPM must specify Entry-Level Criteria applicable to persons who wish to 
become Trainee Classifiers. UIPM will provide Entry-Level Education to 
Trainee Classifiers.

4.6	 UIPM must provide Continuing Education to Classifiers for the purposes of 
Certification and Re-certification. 

4.7	 UIPM may provide that a Classifier is subject to certain limitations, including 
(but not limited to):

4.7.1	 a limitation on the Impairment type for which a Classifier is cer-
tified to act as a Classifier;

4.7.2	 a limitation on the components of Athlete Evaluation that a 
Classifier is certified to conduct;

4.7.3	 a limitation on the level of Competition or Event that a Classifier 
is authorised to act as a Classifier; 

4.7.4	 the maximum time that a Classifier Certification is valid;

4.7.5	 that Classifier Certification is subject to review within a specific 
time frame by reference to the Classifier Competencies;

4.7.6	 that a Classifier may lose Classifier Certification if UIPM is not 
satisfied that the Classifier possesses the required Classifier 
Competencies; and/or

4.7.7	 that a Classifier may regain Classifier Certification if UIPM is satisfied 
that the Classifier possesses the required Classifier Competencies.

5	 	  Classifier Code of Conduct

5.1	 The integrity of Classification in Para Pentathlon and its sub-sports depends 
on the conduct of Classification Personnel. UIPM has therefore adopted a 
set of professional conduct standards referred to as the ‘Classifier Code of 
Conduct’.

5.2	 All Classification Personnel must comply with the Classifier Code of Conduct.

5.3	 Any person who believes that any Classification Personnel may have acted 
in a manner that contravenes the Classifier Code of Conduct must report 
this to UIPM.

5.4	 If UIPM receives such a report it will investigate the report and, if appropriate, 
take disciplinary measures. 

5.5	 UIPM has discretion to determine whether or not a Classifier has an actual, 
perceived and/or potential conflict of interest.

Classifiers are 
authorised to act
as Classifier if 
authorized by UIPM

Classifier Certification 
is subject to review

Professional 
qualification, 
experience, skill and 
competencies to act as 
a Classifier for UIPM
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6	 	  General Provisions

6.1	 UIPM has specified in these Classification Rules the process, assessment 
criteria and methodology of Athlete Evaluation. The aim of our classifica-
tion is to supportand co-ordinate the development and implementation of 
accurate, reliable and consistent para-pentathlon for athletes, coaches and 
media. It is also to ensure fair competition by minimizing the impact of eligi-
ble impairments on outcome of competition. The classification is intended 
to be specific enough to achieve harmonization on disabilities where stand-
ardization is required. The system ensures that athletes do not succeed sim-
ply because they have an impairment that causes less of disadvantage then 
to their competitors but because of their skill, determination, tactics,fitness 
and preparation. 

6.2	 Athlete Evaluation encompasses a number of steps and these Classification 
Rules therefore include provisions regarding:

6.2.1	 an assessment of whether or not an Athlete has an Eligible Im-
pairment for the sport;

6.2.2	 an assessment of whether an Athlete complies with Minimum 
Impairment Criteria (MIC) for the sport; Further guidance of 
MIC for each impairment group is outlined below but should 
not be used to provide athletes with advice regarding eligibility

6.2.3	 the allocation of a Sport Class (and designation of a Sport Class 
Status) depending on the extent to which an Athlete is able to 
execute the specific tasks and activities fundamental to the sport 
(with the exception for athletes with Vision Impairment, where 
the current assessment criteria is not yet sport specific and does 
not include a requirement that the Athletes are assessed in re-
spect of the ‘extent to which the Athlete is able to execute the 
specific tasks and activities fundamental to the sport’)

7	 	  Eligible Impairment

7.1	 According to International Standard for Athlete Evaluation, we can specify 
an Athlete Evaluation Pathway. Side by side with the relevant National body 
or National Paralympic Commitee, UIPM organize the process as follows:

7.1.1	 Pre-competiton Tasks: Preparation and dissemination of the 
Classification Evaluation Period Schedule, organize Classifica-
tion Rules in the agreement with the OC, identify Evidence based 
Classification data, chief classifier and Athletes for evaluation.

7.1.2	 Athlete Presentation for Evaluation: She/He must be at least 
11 years old (18 years old for intellectual disabilities), classified 
whithin the National Paralympic Committee or relevant Nation-
al Federation, and training in a club for 3 months before. UIPM 
needs Athlete presentation (identity), verify accreditation, col-
lation of documentation and health check who completed all 
consent forms. 

Athlete 
Evaluation

Athlete Evaluation 
composes from 
following steps:

•	 does athlete has an 
Eligible Impairment

•	 does he/she 
complies with MIC

•	 allocation of sport 
class 

PART THREE:
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7.1.3	 Athlete Assessment: During training sessions on videos sup-
port, the Observation assessment should complete also Physi-
cal assessment and Technical assessment which may assign on 
initial sport class and sport class status.

7.1.4	 Notification of third Parties

7.1.5	 Handling Protests

7.1.6	 Notification of Protest outcomes of relevant parties

7.1.7	 Observations Assessment during First Appearance: complete 
analysis from Chief Classifier.

7.1.8	 Notification of Changes resulting from Observation assess-
ment during First Appearance: UIPM assigns the Athlete on 
sport class and offers opportunity to compete in IF’s meeting.

7.1.9	 Post-Event tasks:  Acknowledgements, data Medical Archives, 
Post-event report, Update master list and Training classification 
sessions.

7.2	 The process by which an Eligibility Assessment Committee is formed and 
considers Diagnostic Information is as follows:

7.2.1	 The Head of Classification will notify the relevant National Body 
or National Paralympic Committee that Diagnostic Information 
must be provided on behalf of the Athlete. The Head of Classifi-
cation will explain what Diagnostic Information is required, and 
the purposes for which it is required.

7.2.2	 The Head of Classification will set timelines for the production 
of Diagnostic Information.

7.2.3	 The Head of Classification will appoint an Eligibility Assess-
ment Committee who must, if practicable, be comprised of 
the Head of Classification and at least two other experts with 
appropriate medical qualifications and/or skills. All members of 
the Eligibility Assessment Committee must sign confidentiality 
undertakings.

7.2.4	 If the Head of Classification believes that he or she does not 
hold the necessary competencies to assess the Diagnostic In-
formation, he or she will not participate in the review of the 
Diagnostic Information, but will assist the Eligibility Assessment 
Committee.

7.2.5	 Wherever possible all references to the individual Athlete and 
the source(s) of the Diagnostic Information should be withheld 
from the Eligibility Assessment Committee. Each member of 
the Eligibility Assessment Committee will review the Diagnostic 
Information and decide whether such information establishes 
the existence of an Eligible Impairment. 

7.2.6	 If the Eligibility Assessment Committee concludes that the Ath-
lete has an Eligible Impairment the Athlete will be permitted to 
complete Athlete Evaluation with a Classification Panel.

7.2.7	 If the Eligibility Assessment Committee is not satisfied that the 
Athlete has an Eligible Impairment the Head of Classification 

will provide a decision to this effect in writing to the relevant 
National Body or National Paralympic Committee. The National 
Body or National Paralympic Committee will be given an op-
portunity to comment on the decision and may provide fur-
ther Diagnostic Information to the Eligibility Assessment Com-
mittee for review. If the decision is subsequently revised, the 
Head of Classification will inform the National Body or National 
Paralympic Committee.

7.2.8	 If the decision is not changed, the Head of Classification will 
issue a final decision letter to the National Body or National 
Paralympic Committee.

7.3	 According to Classification Code and International Standards, each Athlete 
is classified to an Eligible Impairment Groups (only the strongest impairment 
may be register). By the way, we recognize three different group as follows:

Physical
Impairments

Intellectual
Impairments

Visual
Impairments

Biomechanical 
troubles

Intellactual functioning Single or both eyes

Troubles of execution Adaptive behaviour Eye structure or tracts

To select a group, each one has a Minimum Impairment Criteria (described 
as below) that Athlete must meet to be eligible for Classification.

7.3.1	 Intellectual Impairments: A type of impairment which is de-
fined as a limitation in intellectual functioning and adaptive be-
haviour as expressed in conceptual, social and practical adap-
tive skills. This impairment must originate before the age of 18.

7.3.2	 Visual Impairments: In this case, an impairment of the eye 
structure, optical nerve or optical pathways, or visual cortex of 
the central brain, which adversely affects an Athlete’s vision in 
both eyes (or single one).

7.3.3	 Physical Impairments: to simplify the approach, we propose 
an acronym 3M to resume each part of physical impairment as 
Measures/ Muscle / Movements disabilities. In fact, the medical 
consultant could have several impairments but must register 
the main one.

7.3.3.1	 Measures Impairments talk about short stature, limb length dif-
ference or limb deficiency (ies) and restricted PROM. Impairment 
is due to growth dysfunction, osteogenesis imperfect, achondro-
plasia, or due to CTI (congenital, trauma, illness) health condi-
tions where there are a total or partial absence of extremities, leg 
length difference and/or restricted PROM.

7.3.3.2	 Muscle Impairments is described by a dysfunction from spine to 
muscle who affects the motor unity and muscle contraction. We 
recognize a completely or partially paralyzed muscle due to spi-
nal, plexus or nerve troubles and dystrophy.   

Eligibility Assessment 
process

Eligible impairment 
groups 
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7.3.3.3	 Movement Impairments includes various troubles as Athetosis, 
Ataxia and Hypertonia. It means a permanent movement disability 
due to central nervous system troubles from CTI health condi-
tions (trauma, stroke, cerebral palsy, multiple sclerosis, Friedreich 
syndrome, and degenerative disease).

TYPE Sub-type Description

MEASURE 
IMPAIRMENT

Short stature
Due to growth dysfunction, osteo-
genesis imperfect or achondropla-
sia, standing height is reduced.

Limb length 
difference or 
deficiency

Due to CTI (congenital, trauma, 
illness) conditions, a total or partial 
absence of extremities or at least 
7cm leg length difference.

Restricted PROM
Due to CTI conditions, range of 
movement is reduced

MUSCLE 
IMPAIRMENT

Muscle contraction
Completely or partially paralysed 
muscle due to spinal, plexus or 
nerve troubles and dystrophy.

MOVEMENT 
IMPAIRMENT

Athetosis

Due to central nervous system 
(trauma, stroke, cerebral palsy), re-
petitive and more or less continual 
involuntary movements.

Hypertonia

Due to central nervous system 
(multiple sclerosis, trauma, stroke), 
reduced ability of muscles to 
stretch, and joint stiffness, slowness 
of movement and poor postural 
adaptation and balance.

Ataxia

Due to central nervous system 
(trauma, cerebral palsy, multiple 
sclerosis, Friedreich sd, spinocere-
bellar disease, lack of co-ordination 
of movement.

7.4	 To be eligible, Athletes must have a confirmed Medical Diagnosis of a per-
manent measurable impairment that affects their ability to perform the 
sport.

7.5	 An Athlete must (if requested to do so) supply UIPM with Diagnostic Infor-
mation that must be provided as follows:

7.5.1	 The relevant National Body and/or National Paralympic Com-
mittee must submit a Medical Diagnostics Form to UIPM, upon 
completing the registration of the Athlete.  

7.5.2	 The Medical Diagnostic Form must be completed in English 
and dated and signed by a certified physician.

7.5.3	 The Medical Diagnostic Form must be submitted with support-
ive Diagnostic Information if required by UIPM.

7.6	 UIPM may require in any moment an Athlete to re-submit the Medical Diag-
nostics Form (with necessary supportive Diagnostic Information) if the UIPM 
at its sole discretion considers the Medical Diagnostic Form and/or medical 
information to be incomplete or inconsistent.

7.7	 If UIPM requires an Athlete to provide Diagnostic Information it may con-
sider the Diagnostic Information itself, and/or may appoint an Eligibility As-
sessment Committee to do so.

7.8	 UIPM may delegate one or more of the functions described above to a Clas-
sification Panel.

8	 	  Minimum Impairment Criteria

8.1	 An Athlete who wishes to compete in a sport must have an Eligible Impair-
ment that complies with the relevant Minimum Impairment Criteria for that 
sport. 

8.2	 To have a Minimum Impairment Criteria; an Athlete must follow an rigorous 
clinical examination add to a possible video view which shows the physical 
impairment like this:

8.2.1	 During examination, Athletes must have a limb deficiency, leg 
length difference or a restriction of a lack of passive move-
ment in one or more joints.

8.2.1.1	 About Limb deficiency, Athletes have total or partial absence 
of bones or joints due to trauma, illness (cancer), or as a con-
sequence of congenital deficiency (dysmelia). Minimal Impair-
ment Criteria includes total absence of limb (amyelia) to hallux 
agenesis for example.

8.2.1.2	 To recognize a leg length difference, measures must be from 
EON Xray scan or from a clinical examination (from the anterior 
superior iliac spine to the inferior aspect of the tip of the medial 
malleolus on each leg and then compare). The difference must 
be 7 cm or more to meet eligibility.  

8.2.1.3	 Athletes are eligible if they meet one or more lack of passive 
range of movement. By the way, on all range of movement, an 
Athlete should not able to do actively at least one this measure 
on manual resistance:

Upper Limb

shoulder
Elevation/abduction <90°

delta <30°

elbow
Extension Complete (<0°)

delta 30°

wrist
Ext/flexion >20°

flexion <-20°

MIC - Athlete who 
wishes to  compete 
in a sport must have 
an Eligible impairment 
that complies with 
MIC for that sport
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Lower limb

hip

extension <5°

flexion 90°

abduction <5°

adduction <10°

knee

flessum >20°

flexion <90°

extension Complete (<0°)

ankle
Dorsal flexion <10°

Plantar flexion <25°

Height
<145cm/ 
<135 cm

 

8.2.1.4	 During examination, the physician discovers a score upper than 
1+ on Ashworth modified scale on at least one muscle group.

8.2.1.5	 During examination, the physician describes troubles on ana-
lytic movement as a ataxia, hypertonia or athetosis. 

8.2.1.6	 During examination, the physician discovers a score lower than 
3+ on MRC muscle scale  at least on one muscle group.

8.3	 Any Athlete who does not comply with the Minimum Impairment Criteria for 
a sport must be allocated Sport Class Not Eligible (NE) for that sport.

8.4	 A Classification Panel must assess whether or not an Athlete complies with 
Minimum Impairment Criteria. This will take place as part of an Evaluation 
Session in a controlled non-competitive environment Prior to participating 
in an Evaluation Session, an Athlete must first satisfy the UIPM that he or she 
has an Eligible Impairment as MIT. 

8.5	 Evidence Based Classification System: The UIPM classification system is 
based on evidence based medicine:

8.5.1	 UIPM follows the IBSA Classification MIC guidelines for ath-
letes with vision impairment.  

8.5.2	 To evaluate the level of impact eligible impairments, have on 
the performance in competition, classifiers assess body func-
tions through a physical assessment (like for example the Medi-
cal Research Council Muscle Scale or Ashworth Modified Scale) 
and technical assessment (functional abilities profile). These 
processes will determine whether an athlete meets the Minimal 
Impairment Criteria like a score graduated including 3M Model 
as below:

To help to quantify the ratio we propose a 
topographic graduation (closed from the 
Rule of Nines Chart burn percentage classifi-
cation of injuries, see below).

This figure shows a topographic view to de-
termine the MIC score on the body:

To sum up, there are three steps to deter-
mine MCI:

•	 localize the trouble on the body = A 
(a+b..) 

•	 specify the nature of disability and his 
ratio = x 

•	 combine body locus and nivel of disabil-
ity = Z     A . X = Z

During clinical examination, the physician 
using all range of movement, the MRC scale 
of strength and the Modified Ashworth scale 
of tone muscle, define the impact of the tear. 
By the way, it is clearly positive if MRC scale 
is under level 4, and Modified Ashworth scale 
is under level 2 and range of movement (if 
movement) is under values saw before.  

For example, an athlete who suffers a mild 
palsy with hypertonia where the Modified 
Ashworth score is under than 2 on 4 joints 
(ankle, knee, whrisle and elbow) will propose 
the MIC score at 30 = (10.0,75).4

LVL

01
LVL

02
LVL

03

Measure Level:
Morphologic 

problems

Muscle Level:
Functional 
problems

Movement Level:
Neurological 

problems

Evaluation Session 
takes place in 
controlled, non 
competitive 
environment. 

It means that each clinical criteria is mainly identified using international 
scale during the clinical examination. For example, we determine the im-
pact of a spinal cord injury using the ASIA scale which it could be easier to 
quantify the level of the movement impairment. For example, we deter-
mine the degree of hypertonia after a stroke using the modified Ashworth 
scale which it is easier to quantify the level of the muscle impairment. For 
example, we determine passive range of limb movement after a traumatic 
injury using a goniometer which it is easier to quantify the level of measure 
impairment. By the way, it is easy to understand why the ratio is graduated 
between each level of the 3M model (movement >motor>measure).

•	 ratio at 0.5 if measure (trauma, arthrogryposes, achondroplasia…)   

•	 ratio at 0.75 if motor (muscle troubles, plexus troubles, myopathy, 
nerve impingement…)

•	 ratio at 1 if movement (amyelia, amputation, spinal cord, multiple 
sclerosis, stroke…).
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9	     Sport Class 

9.1	 A Sport Class is a category defined by UIPM in these Classification Rules, in which 
Athletes are grouped by reference to the impact of an Eligible Impairment on 
their ability to execute the specific tasks and activities fundamental to a sport. 

9.1.1	 An Athlete who does not have an Eligible Impairment or does 
not comply with the Minimum Impairment Criteria for a sport 
must be allocated Sport Class Not Eligible (NE) for that sport in 
accordance with the provisions of Article 18 of these Classifi-
cation Rules. 

9.1.2	 An Athlete who complies with the Minimum Impairment Crite-
ria for a sport must be allocated a Sport Class The impairment 
could profile a sport class for each athlete with a specific code 
(add W if athlete use wheelchair)

It is composed with 2 entries: a code letter (LR as Laser Run, PT as Para Tri 
challenge and PTE as ParaTetrathlon) and a number between 1 to 5 (pro-
gressive level of impairment including troubles from central nervous system 
illness to musculoskeletal diseases and also visual dificiency).

LR is LASER RUN 

PT is PARATRIATHLE 

PTE is PARA TETRATHLON 

To be more accurate, there is a progressive classification to specify the 
intensity of the impairment with number 1 to number 4 for serious injury. 
Sport Class 5 is reserved for Visuals deficiency.  

Finally, UIPM offers five sport classes.

DESCRIPTION SCORE SPORT CLASS

Includes athletes with comparable activity 
limitation and an impairment oi, but not 
limited to, limb deficiency, hypertonia, ataxia 
and or athetosis, impaired conditions could 
include a partial hand/foot amputation and 
mild cerebral palsy. in fencing, swim and run 
segments, the athlete may use approved 
prosthesis or other supportive devices.

< or 5 LR1, PT1, PTE1

Includes athletes with comparable activity 
limitation and an impairment of, but not 
limited to, limb deficiency, hypertonia, ataxia 
and or athetosis, impaired conditions could 
include a below knee/elbow amputation and 
mild cerebral palsy. In fencing, swim and 
run segments. the athlete may use approved 
prosthesis or other supportive devices.

< or 10 LR1, PT1, PTE1

Includes athletes with comparable activity 
limitation and an impairment of, but not 
limited to, limb deficiency, hypertonia, ataxia 
and or athetosis, impaired conditions could 
include above knee amputation and moderate 
cerebral palsy. in fencing, swim and run 
segments, the athlete may use approved 
prosthesis.

< or 20 LR2, PT2, PTE2

Includes athletes with comparable activity 
limitation and an impairment of, but not 
limited to, limb deficiency, hypertonia, ataxia 
and or athetosis. impaired conditions could 
include a complete brachial plexus, above 
knee amputation, strokes and severe cerebral 
palsy. in fencing. swim and run segments, the 
athlete may use approved prosthesis or other 
supportive devices.

< 30 LR3, PT3, PTE3

Athletes who predominantly use a wheelchair 
for their daily ambulation. Includes athletes 
with comparable activity limitation and 
an impairment of, but not limited to, limb 
deficiency, hypertonia, ataxia and or athetosls. 
Common health conditions could include 
spinal cord lesions, strokes, above knee and 
one more amputation, and severe cerebral 
palsy. in fencing, swim and run segments, the 
athlete may use approved prosthesis or other 
supportive devices.

> or 30
LR4 (but no PT4 
or PTE4)

Total or partial visual impairment (IBSA/IPC]. 
One guide is mandatory throughout the race. 
Must ride a tandem during run and fencing.

v LR5, PT5, PTE5

For example, an athlete who suffers a bilateral congenital Talipes but still produce the MRC score up than 
4 will have the MIC score at 10 (10*0.5 + 10*0.5) and could compete on LR1. 

For example, an athlete who suffers (after trauma) above right knee amputation and restricted PROM on 
right elbow less than 20° without complete extension has the MIC score at 25 (20 + 10*0.5) could compete 
on LR2. 

For example, an athlete who suffers a palsy cerebral with hemiparesis on left side including hypertonia on 
elbow, hand, knee and ankle which is scored 1+ each one on Modified Ashworth scale will have the MIC 
score at 30 (10*0.75 + 10*0.75 + 10*0.75+10*0.75) and could compete on LR3. 

For example, an athlete who suffers a stroke with hemiparesis focus on left  knee and ankle will have the 
MIC score at 40 (20 + 10*1 + 10*1) and could compete on LR4. 

For example, an athlete who suffers T10 spinal cord injury with wheelchair has the MIC score at 60 (20 + 
10 + 10 + 10 + 10) and could compete on (W)LR4
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10	 	  Classification Not Completed

10.1	 If at any stage of Athlete Evaluation UIPM or a Classification Panel is unable 
to allocate a Sport Class to an Athlete, the Head of Classification or the rel-
evant Chief Classifier may designate that Athlete as Classification Not Com-
pleted (CNC). 

10.2	 The designation Classification Not Completed (CNC) is not a Sport Class 
and is not subject to the provisions in these Classification Rules concerning 
Protests. The designation Classification Not Completed (CNC) will however 
be recorded for the purpose of the UIPM Classification Master List.

10.3	 An Athlete who is designated as Classification Not Completed (CNC) may 
not compete in elite category of the sport of UIPM.

Athlete 
Evaluation 
and the 
Classification 
Panel

PART FOUR:
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12.6	 The Sport Class allocated to the Athlete will be in accordance with the pro-
cesses specified in part 3 of these rules.

13	 	    Evaluation Sessions

13.1	 This Article applies to all Evaluation Sessions. 

13.2	 The Athlete’s National Body or National Paralympic Committee is respon-
sible for ensuring that Athletes comply with their duties in relation to the 
provisions in this Article.

13.3	 In respect of Athletes:

13.3.1	 Athletes have the right to be accompanied by a member of 
the Athlete’s National Body or National Paralympic Commit-
tee when attending an Evaluation Session. The Athlete must 
be accompanied if the Athlete is a minor or has an Intellectual 
Impairment.

13.3.2	 The person chosen by the Athlete to accompany the Athlete 
at an Evaluation Session should be familiar with the Athlete’s 
Impairment and sport history. 

13.3.3	 The Athlete and accompanying person must acknowledge 
the terms of the Athlete Evaluation Agreement Form as spec-
ified by UIPM. 

13.3.4	 The Athlete must verify his or her identity to the satisfaction 
of the Classification Panel, by providing a document such as 
a passport, ID card, UIPM license card or event accreditation.

13.3.5	 The Athlete must attend the Evaluation Session with any 
sports attire or equipment relevant to the sport for which the 
Athlete wishes to be allocated a Sport Class.

13.3.6	 The Athlete must disclose the use of any medication and/or 
medical device/implant to the Classification Panel.

13.3.7	 The Athlete must comply with all reasonable instructions giv-
en by a Classification Panel.

13.4	 In respect of the Classification Panel:

13.4.1	 The Classification Panel may request that an Athlete provide 
medical documentation relevant to the Athlete’s Eligible Im-
pairment if the Classification Panel believes that this will be 
necessary in order for it to allocate a Sport Class.

13.4.2	 The Classification Panel will conduct Evaluation Sessions in 
English unless otherwise stipulated by UIPM. If the Athlete re-
quires an interpreter, a member of the Athlete’s National Body 
or National Paralympic Committee will be responsible for ar-
ranging for an interpreter. The interpreter is permitted to at-

11	 	  The Classification Panel 

11.1	 A Classification Panel is a group of Classifiers appointed by UIPM to conduct 
some or all of the components of Athlete Evaluation including as part of an 
Evaluation Session. 

General Provisions

11.2	 A Classification Panel must be comprised of at least of two certified Clas-
sifiers. In exceptional circumstances a Chief Classifier may provide that a 
Classification Panel comprise only one Classifier, subject to that Classifier 
holding a valid medical qualification. 

11.3	 A Trainee Classifier may be part of a Classification Panel in addition to the 
required number of certified Classifiers, and may participate in Athlete Eval-
uation. 

12	 	  Classification Panel Responsibilities

12.1	 A Classification Panel is responsible for conducting an Evaluation Session. As 
part of the Evaluation Session the Classification Panel must:

12.1.1	 assess whether an Athlete complies with Minimum Impairment 
Criteria for the sport;

12.1.2	 assess the extent to which an Athlete is able to execute the spe-
cific tasks and activities fundamental to the sport; and

12.1.3	 conduct (if required) Observation in Competition. 

12.2	 Following the Evaluation Session the Classification Panel must allocate a 
Sport Class and designate a Sport Class Status, or designate Classification 
Not Completed (CNC).

12.3	 Prior to the Evaluation Session, the assessment as to whether an Athlete has 
an Eligible Impairment must be undertaken by UIPM unless UIPM requests 
this to be undertaken by a Classification Panel.

12.4	 The Evaluation Session must take place in a controlled non-competitive en-
vironment that allows for the repeated observation of key tasks and activities. 

12.4.1	 Although other factors such as low fitness level, poor techni-
cal proficiency and aging may also affect the fundamental tasks 
and activities of the sport, the allocation of Sport Class must not 
be affected by these factors.

12.5	 An Athlete who has a Non-Eligible Impairment and an Eligible Impairment 
may be evaluated by a Classification Panel on the basis of the Eligible Im-
pairment, provided the Non-Eligible Impairment does not affect the Classi-
fication Panel’s ability to allocate a Sport Class.

Classification panel 
must be comprised 
of at least 2 certified  
Classifiers

Rights & 
Responsabilities of an 
Athlete

Rights & 
Responsabilities of 
Classification Panel

Following Evaluation 
Session Classification 
Panel must allocate a 
Sport Class.
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Observation in Competition must take place at the next opportunity within 
the Sport Class allocated to the Athlete by the Protest Panel with Tracking 
Code Observation Assessment (OA).

14.5.1	 The Classification Panel must allocate a Sport Class and replace 
the Athlete’s Tracking Code Observation Assessment (OA) by 
designating a Sport Class Status upon completion of First Ap-
pearance (or completion of any Observation in Competition 
conducted as part of a Protest). If changes to an Athlete’s Sport 
Class or Sport Class Status are made following Observation in 
Competition, the changes are effective immediately.

14.6	 The impact of an Athlete changing Sport Class after First Appearance on 
medals, records and results is detailed in the UIPM Rules and Regulations.

15	 	   Sport Class Status

15.1	 If a Classification Panel allocates a Sport Class to an Athlete, it must also 
designate a Sport Class Status. Sport Class Status indicates whether or not 
an Athlete will be required to undertake Athlete Evaluation in the future; and 
if the Athlete’s Sport Class may be subject to Protest.

15.2	 The Sport Class Status designated to an Athlete by a Classification Panel at 
the conclusion of an Evaluation Session will be one of the following:

•	 Confirmed (C)

•	 Review (R) 

•	 Review with a Fixed Review Date (FRD)

Sport Class Status New 

15.3	 An Athlete is allocated Sport Class Status New (N) by UIPM prior to attending 
the Athlete’s first Evaluation Session. An Athlete with Sport Class Status New 
(N) must attend an Evaluation Session prior to competing at any Internation-
al Competition, unless UIPM specifies otherwise.

Sport Class Status Confirmed 

15.4	 An Athlete will be designated with Sport Class Status Confirmed (C) if the 
Classification Panel is satisfied that both the Athlete’s Eligible Impairment 
and the Athlete’s ability to execute the specific tasks and activities funda-
mental to the sport are and will remain stable (with the exception for Ath-
letes with Vision Impairment as referred to in Article 6.2.3). 

15.4.1	 An Athlete with Sport Class Status Confirmed (C) is not required 
to undergo any further Athlete Evaluation (save pursuant to the 
provisions in these Classification Rules concerning Protests (Ar-
ticle 19), Medical Review (Article 31) and changes to Sport Class 
criteria (Article 15.7)).

tend the Evaluation Session in addition to the person referred 
to in Article 13.3.1 above.

13.4.3	 The Classification Panel may at any stage seek medical, tech-
nical or scientific opinion(s), with the agreement of the Head 
of Classification and/or a Chief Classifier if the Classification 
Panel feels that such opinion(s) is necessary in order to allo-
cate a Sport Class. 

13.4.4	 In addition to any opinion(s) sought in accordance with Arti-
cle 13.4.3, a Classification Panel may only have regard to ev-
idence supplied to it by the relevant Athlete, National Body, 
National Paralympic Committee and UIPM (from any source) 
when allocating a Sport Class.

13.4.5	 The Classification Panel may make, create or use video footage 
and/or other records to assist it when allocating a Sport Class. 

14	 	  Observation in Competition

14.1	 A Classification Panel may require that an Athlete undertake Observation in 
Competition Assessment before it allocates a final Sport Class and desig-
nates a Sport Class Status to that Athlete. 

14.2	 If a Classification Panel requires an Athlete to complete Observation in Com-
petition Assessment, the Athlete will be entered in the Competition with the 
Sport Class allocated by the Classification Panel after the conclusion of the 
initial components of the Evaluation Session.

14.3	 An Athlete who is required to complete Observation in Competition Assess-
ment will be designated with Tracking Code: Observation Assessment (OA). 
This replaces the Athlete’s Sport Class Status for the duration of Observation 
in Competition Assessment.

14.4	 Observation in Competition Assessment must take place during First Ap-
pearance. In this regard:

14.4.1	 First Appearance is the first time an Athlete competes in an 
Event during a Competition in a particular Sport Class. 

14.4.2	 First Appearance within a Sport Class applies to participation in 
all Events within the same Sport Class.

14.4.3	 An Athlete who competes in a Team Sport must make First Ap-
pearance during the preliminary rounds of a Competition. First 
Appearance must not take place in the elimination rounds of a 
Competition. 

14.5	 If an Athlete is: 

a)	 subject to a Protest following Observation in Competition; and

b)	 the second Evaluation Session is conducted at that same Competition; and

c)	 pursuant to the second Evaluation Session the Athlete is required to 
undergo Observation in Competition,

Tracking code OA 
replaces Athlete´s 
Sport Class Status 
for the duration 
of Observation 
in Competition 
Assessment.

Classification Panel 
must allocate Sport 
Class and replace OA 
by designating a Sport 
Class after completion 
of First Appearance. 
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15.7.3	 in both instances the relevant National Body or National Paralym-
pic Committee shall be informed as soon as is practicable.

16	 	  Multiple Sport Classes 

16.1	 This Article applies to Athletes who are potentially eligible to be allocated 
more than one Sport Class.

Multiple Eligible Impairments

16.2	 An Athlete who has a Physical and Vision Impairment, a Physical and Intel-
lectual Impairment, or a Vision and Intellectual Impairment may be eligible 
to be allocated more than one Sport Class in relation to those Eligible Im-
pairments. In such instances:

16.2.1	 the Athlete’s National Body or National Paralympic Commit-
tee must notify UIPM as to the Athlete’s Eligible Impairments 
and the Athlete’s eligibility to be allocated more than one Sport 
Class in respect of those Impairment types, and provide all nec-
essary medical diagnostic information as required;

16.2.2	 the Athlete must be offered the opportunity to participate in an 
Evaluation Session in respect of each Sport Class relevant to his 
or her multiple Impairments, either at the relevant Competition 
or the subsequent Competition;   

16.2.3	 at the conclusion of the Evaluation Sessions referred to in Ar-
ticle 16.2.2 the Athlete must choose the Sport Class that he or 
she wishes to compete in (‘the preferred Sport Class’). If the 
allocation of any Sport Class is subject to Observation in Com-
petition the Athlete must select the preferred Sport Class before 
making any First Appearance;

16.2.4	 the selection of Sport Class will be subject to all applicable 
UIPM Rules and Regulations (including but not limited to those 
in relation to the use of equipment, the weight of equipment, 
and the use of guides); and

16.2.5	 the Athlete will be permitted to compete in the preferred Sport 
Class and details of the Athlete’s preferred Sport Class will be 
published.

Athletes with Physical Impairment 

16.3	 An Athlete who has a Physical Impairment may be allocated more than one 
Sport Class relevant to that Physical Impairment subject to any applicable 
UIPM Rules and Regulations.

16.4	 Any such Athlete must not be allocated more than one Sport Class if the 
combination of those Sport Classes would allow the Athlete to compete 
sitting in one Event, and standing in another Event, at the same Competition. 

15.4.2	 A Classification Panel that consists of only one Classifier may not 
designate an Athlete with Sport Class Status Confirmed (C) but 
must designate the Athlete with Sport Class Status Review (R).

Sport Class Status Review 

15.5	 An Athlete will be designated Sport Class Status Review (R) if the Classifica-
tion Panel believes that further Evaluation Sessions will be required. 

15.5.1	 A Classification Panel may base its belief that further Evalua-
tion Sessions will be required based on a number of factors, 
including but not limited to situations where the Athlete has 
only recently entered Competitions sanctioned or recognised 
by UIPM; has a fluctuating and/or progressive Impairment/Im-
pairments that is/are permanent but not stable; and/or has not 
yet reached full muscular skeletal or sports maturity.

15.5.2	 An Athlete with Sport Class Status Review (R) must complete 
Athlete Evaluation prior to competing at any subsequent Inter-
national Competition, unless UIPM specifies otherwise.

Sport Class Status Review with Fixed Review Date

15.6	 An Athlete may be designated Sport Class Status Review with a Fixed Review 
Date (FRD) if the Classification Panel believes that further Athlete Evaluation 
will be required but will not be necessary before a set date, being the Fixed 
Review Date. 

15.6.1	 An Athlete with Sport Class Status Review with a Fixed Review 
Date (FRD) will be required to attend an Evaluation Session at 
the first opportunity after the relevant Fixed Review Date.  

15.6.2	 An Athlete who has been allocated Sport Class Status Review 
with a Fixed Review Date (FRD) may not attend an Evaluation 
Session prior to the relevant Fixed Review Date save pursuant 
to a Medical Review Request and/or Protest.

15.6.3	 A Classification Panel that consists of only one Classifier may 
not designate an Athlete with Sport Class Status Review with 
a Fixed Review Date (FRD) but must designate the Athlete with 
Sport Class Status Review (R). 

Changes to Sport Class Criteria

15.7	 If UIPM changes any Sport Class criteria and/ or assessment methods de-
fined in the Appendices to these Rules, then:

15.7.1	 UIPM may re-assign any Athlete who holds Sport Class Status 
Confirmed (C) with Sport Class Status Review (R) and require 
that the Athlete attend an Evaluation Session at the earliest 
available opportunity; or

15.7.2	 UIPM may remove the Fixed Review Date for any Athlete and 
require that the Athlete attend an Evaluation Session at the ear-
liest available opportunity; and

If any Sport Class 
Criteria and/ or 
assessment methods 
changes UIPM may 
re-assign any Athlete 
who holds status C 
with status R. 

Athlete with multiple 
Eligible impairments 
must choose the 
preferred Sport class.
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Changing Sport Class

16.5	 An Athlete who has a Physical and Vision Impairment, a Physical and Intel-
lectual Impairment, or a Vision and Intellectual Impairment may request to 
change his or her preferred Sport Class:

a)	 at the end of the season when the Athlete’s first Evaluation Session was 
completed; or

b)	 after the close of the Paralympic Summer Games, and before the start 
of the next season thereafter.

16.6	 A request to change a preferred Sport Class must be made to UIPM by the 
Athlete’s National Body or National Paralympic Committee. The application 
must be submitted to UIPM in accordance with the time frame identified 
under Article 16.5. 

16.7	 Nothing in this Article 0 precludes an Athlete from making a Medical Review 
Request at any time in respect of any Sport Class.

17	 	  Notification

17.1	 The outcome of Athlete Evaluation must be notified to the Athlete and/or 
National Body or National Paralympic Committee and published as soon as 
practically possible after completion of Athlete Evaluation.  

17.2	 UIPM must publish the outcome of Athlete Evaluation at the Competition 
following Athlete Evaluation, and the outcomes must be made available post 
Competition via the Classification Master List at UIPM website.

Sport Class 
Not Eligible

Athlete may change 
preferred Sport Class 
at the end of season 
when first Evaluation 
was completed 
or after close of 
Paralympic Summer 
Games.

Outcome of 
Evaluation session 
must be available via 
Classification Master 
List at UIPM Website

PART FIVE:
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18.6.1	 Pending the second Evaluation Session the Athlete will be allo-
cated Sport Class Not Eligible (NE) and designated Sport Class 
Status Review (R). The Athlete will not be permitted to compete 
before such re-assessment.

18.6.2	 If the second Classification Panel determines the Athlete does 
not comply with Minimum Impairment Criteria (or if the Ath-
lete declines to participate in a second Evaluation Session at the 
time set by the Chief Classifier); Sport Class Not Eligible (NE) will 
be allocated and the Athlete designated with Sport Class Status 
Confirmed (C).

18.7	 If an Athlete makes (or is subject to) a Protest on a previously allocated Sport 
Class other than Not Eligible (NE) and is allocated Sport Class Not Eligible 
(NE) by a Protest Panel, the Athlete must be provided with a further and final 
Evaluation Session which will review the decision to allocate Sport Class Not 
Eligible (NE) made by the Protest Panel.  

18.8	 If a Classification Panel allocates Sport Class Not Eligible (NE) on the ba-
sis that it has determined that an Athlete does not comply with Minimum 
Impairment Criteria for a sport the Athlete may be eligible to compete in 
another sport, subject to Athlete Evaluation for that sport.

18.9	 If an Athlete is allocated Sport Class Not Eligible (NE), this does not question 
the presence of a genuine Impairment. It is only a ruling on the eligibility of 
the Athlete to compete in the sport of Para Pentathlon and/or  its sub-sports. 

18	 	  Sport Class Not Eligible

General Provisions

18.1	 If UIPM determines that an Athlete:

18.1.1	 has an Impairment that is not an Eligible Impairment; or

18.1.2	 does not have an Underlying Health Condition, 

18.1.3	 UIPM must allocate that Athlete Sport Class Not Eligible (NE). 

18.2	 If a Classification Panel determines that an Athlete who has an Eligible Im-
pairment does not comply with Minimum Impairment Criteria for a sport 
that Athlete must be allocated Sport Class Not Eligible (NE) for that sport.

Absence of Eligible Impairment 

18.3	 If UIPM determines that an Athlete does not have an Eligible Impairment, 
that Athlete: 

18.3.1	 will not be permitted to attend an Evaluation Session; and

18.3.2	 will be allocated with Sport Class Not Eligible (NE) and desig-
nated with Sport Class Status Confirmed (C) by UIPM.

18.4	 If another International Sport Federation has allocated an Athlete with Sport 
Class Not Eligible (NE) because the Athlete does not have an Eligible Impair-
ment UIPM may likewise do so without the need for the process detailed in 
Article 7 of these Classification Rules. 

18.5	 An Athlete who is allocated Sport Class Not Eligible (NE) by UIPM or a Clas-
sification Panel (if delegated by UIPM) because that Athlete has

18.5.1	 an Impairment that is not an Eligible Impairment; or

18.5.2	 a Health Condition that is not an Underlying Health Condition; 

has no right to request such determination be reviewed by a second Clas-
sification Panel and will not be permitted to participate in any UIPM sport.  

Absence of Compliance with Minimum Impairment Criteria 

18.6	 A second Classification Panel must review by way of a second Evaluation 
Session any Athlete who is allocated Sport Class Not Eligible (NE) on the 
basis that a Classification Panel determines that the Athlete does not com-
ply with Minimum Impairment Criteria. This must take place as soon as is 
practicable. 

Athlete with no eligible 
impairment will not be 
permitted to attend an 
Evaluation Session

If Athlete does not 
comply with Minimum 
Impairment Criteria 
for a sport, the Athlete 
may be Eligible to 
compete in other sport 
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19	 	  Scope of a Protest 

19.1	 A Protest may only be made in respect of an Athlete’s Sport Class. A Protest 
may not be made in respect of an Athlete’s Sport Class Status.

19.2	 A Protest may not be made in respect of an Athlete who has been allocated 
Sport Class Not Eligible (NE).  

20	 	  Parties Permitted to Make a Protest

A Protest may only be made by one of the following bodies: 

20.1	 a National Body (see Articles 21-22); or

20.2	 a National Paralympic Committee (see Articles 21-22); or

20.3	 UIPM (see Articles 23-24).

21	 	  National Protests

21.1	 A National Body or a National Paralympic Committee may only make a Pro-
test in respect of an Athlete under its jurisdiction at a Competition or venue 
set aside for Athlete Evaluation.

21.2	 If the outcome of Athlete Evaluation is published during a Competition (pur-
suant to Article 17 of these Classification Rules) a National Protest must be 
submitted within one (1) hour of that outcome being published. If the out-
come of Athlete Evaluation is published following Observation in Competi-
tion a National Protest must be submitted within thirty (30) minutes of that 
outcome being published.  

21.3	 If an Athlete is required by a Classification Panel to undergo Observation in 
Competition Assessment, a National Body or a National Paralympic Com-
mittee may make a Protest before or after First Appearance takes place. If a 
Protest is made before First Appearance takes place the Athlete must not be 
permitted to compete until the Protest has been resolved.

22	 	  National Protest Procedure 

22.1	 To submit a National Protest, a National Body or a National Paralympic Com-
mittee must show that the Protest is bona fide with supporting evidence and 
complete a Protest Form, that must be made available by UIPM at the Com-
petition and via UIPM website, and must include the following:

22.1.1	 the name and sport of the Protested Athlete; 

Protests

Only in respect of 
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22.1.2	 the details of the Protested Decision and/or a copy of the Pro-
tested Decision; 

22.1.3	 an explanation as to why the Protest has been made and the 
basis on which the National Body or National Paralympic Com-
mittee believes that the Protested Decision is flawed; 

22.1.4	 reference to the specific rule(s) alleged to have been breached; and

22.1.5	 the Protest Fee set by UIPM.

22.2	 The Protest Documents must be submitted to the Chief Classifier of the rel-
evant Competition within the timeframes specified by UIPM. Upon receipt 
of the Protest Documents the Chief Classifier must conduct a review of the 
Protest, in consultation with UIPM, of which there are two possible outcomes:

22.2.1	 the Chief Classifier may dismiss the Protest if, in the discretion 
of the Chief Classifier, the Protest does not comply with the 
Protest requirements in this Article 22; or

22.2.2	 the Chief Classifier may accept the Protest if, in the discretion 
of the Chief Classifier, the Protest complies with the Protest re-
quirements in this Article 22. 

22.3	 If the Protest is dismissed the Chief Classifier must notify all relevant parties 
and provide a written explanation to the National Body or National Paralym-
pic Committee as soon as practicable. The Protest Fee will be forfeited. 

22.4	 If the Protest is accepted:

22.4.1	 the Protested Athlete’s Sport Class must remain unchanged pend-
ing the outcome of the Protest but the Protested Athlete’s Sport 
Class Status must immediately be changed to Review (R) unless 
the Protested Athlete’s Sport Class Status is already Review (R); 

22.4.2	 the Chief Classifier must appoint a Protest Panel to conduct 
a new Evaluation Session as soon as possible, which must be 
either at the Competition the Protest was made or at the next 
Competition; and

22.4.3	 UIPM must notify all relevant parties of the time and date the 
new Evaluation Session is to be conducted by the Protest Panel. 

23	 	  UIPM Protests 

23.1	 UIPM may, in its discretion, make a Protest at any time in respect of an Ath-
lete under its jurisdiction if:

23.1.1	 it considers an Athlete may have been allocated an incorrect 
Sport Class; or

23.1.2	 a National Body or National Paralympic Committee makes a 
documented request to UIPM. The assessment of the validity of 
the request is at the sole discretion of UIPM.

24	 	  UIPM Protest Procedure

24.1	 If UIPM decides to make a Protest, the Head of Classification must advise the 
relevant National Body or National Paralympic Committee of the Protest at 
the earliest possible opportunity. 

24.2	 The Head of Classification must provide the relevant National Body or Na-
tional Paralympic Committee with a written explanation as to why the Pro-
test has been made and the basis on which the Head of Classification con-
siders it is justified. 

24.3	 If UIPM makes a Protest: 

24.3.1	 the Protested Athlete’s Sport Class must remain unchanged 
pending the outcome of the Protest;

24.3.2	 the Protested Athlete’s Sport Class Status must immediately 
be changed to Review (R) unless the Protested Athlete’s Sport 
Class Status is already Review (R); and 

24.3.3	 a Protest Panel must be appointed to resolve the Protest as 
soon as is reasonably possible.

25	 	  Protest Panel

25.1	 A Chief Classifier may fulfil one or more of the Head of Classification’s obli-
gations in this Article 25 if authorised to do so by the Head of Classification. 

25.2	 A Protest Panel must be appointed by the Head of Classification in a manner 
consistent with the provisions for appointing a Classification Panel in these 
Classification Rules. 

25.3	 A Protest Panel must not include any person who was a member of the 
Classification Panel that: 

25.3.1	 made the Protested Decision; or

25.3.2	 conducted any component of Athlete Evaluation in respect 
of the Protested Athlete within a period of 12 months prior to 
the date of the Protested Decision, unless otherwise agreed by 
the National Body, National Paralympic Committee or UIPM 
(whichever is relevant). 

25.4	 The Head of Classification must notify all relevant parties of the time and 
date for the Evaluation Session that must be conducted by the Protest Panel. 
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25.5	 The Protest Panel must conduct the new Evaluation Session in accordance 
with these Classification Rules. The Protest Panel may refer to the Protest 
Documents when conducting the new Evaluation Session.

25.6	 The Protest Panel must allocate a Sport Class and designate a Sport Class 
Status. All relevant parties must be notified of the Protest Panel’s decision in 
a manner consistent with the provisions for notification in these Classifica-
tion Rules. 

25.7	 The decision of a Protest Panel in relation to both a National Protest and 
UIPM Protest is final. A National Body, National Paralympic Committee or 
UIPM may not make another Protest at the relevant Competition. 

26	 	   Provisions Where No Protest Panel is Available 

26.1	 If a Protest is made at a Competition but there is no opportunity for the Pro-
test to be resolved at that Competition: 

26.1.1	 the Protested Athlete must be permitted to compete in the 
Sport Class that is the subject of the Protest with Sport Class 
Status Review (R), pending the resolution of the Protest; and

26.1.2	 all reasonable steps must be taken to ensure that the Protest is 
resolved at the earliest opportunity.

27	 	   Special Provisions 

27.1	 UIPM may make arrangements (subject to the approval of the IPC) for some 
or all of the components of Athlete Evaluation to be carried out at a place 
and at a time away from a Competition. If so, UIPM must also implement 
Protest provisions to enable Protests to take place in respect of any Evalua-
tion Sessions carried out away from a Competition.

Application during Major Competitions

28	 	   Ad Hoc Provisions Relating to Protests 

28.1	 The IPC and/or UIPM may issue special ad hoc provisions to operate during 
the Paralympic Games or other Competitions. 

Misconduct 
during 
Evaluation 
Session
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30.2	 If an Evaluation Session is suspended by a Classification Panel, the following 
steps must be taken:

30.2.1	 an explanation for the suspension and details of the remedial 
action that is required on the part of the Athlete will be provid-
ed to the Athlete and/or the relevant National Body or National 
Paralympic Committee;

30.2.2	 if the Athlete takes the remedial action to the satisfaction of the 
Chief Classifier or Head of Classification, the Evaluation Session 
will be resumed; and

30.2.3	 if the Athlete fails to comply and does not take the remedial ac-
tion within the timeframe specified, the Evaluation Session will 
be terminated, and the Athlete must be precluded from com-
peting at any Competition until the determination is completed.

30.3	 If an Evaluation Session is suspended by a Classification Panel, the Classi-
fication Panel may designate the Athlete as Classification Not Completed 
(CNC) in accordance with Article 10 of these Classification Rules. 

30.4	 A Suspension of an Evaluation Session may be subject to further investiga-
tion into any possible Intentional Misrepresentation.

29	 	  Failure to Attend Evaluation Session

29.1	 An Athlete is personally responsible for attending an Evaluation Session.

29.2	 An Athlete’s National Body or National Paralympic Committee must take 
reasonable steps to ensure that the Athlete attends an Evaluation Session.

29.3	 If an Athlete fails to attend an Evaluation Session, the Classification Panel will 
report the failure to the Chief Classifier. The Chief Classifier may, if satisfied 
that a reasonable explanation exists for the failure to attend and subject to 
the practicalities at a Competition, specify a revised date and time for the 
Athlete to attend a further Evaluation Session before the Classification Panel.

29.4	 If the Athlete is unable to provide a reasonable explanation for non-attend-
ance, or if the Athlete fails to attend an Evaluation Session on a second oc-
casion, no Sport Class will be allocated and the Athlete will not be permitted 
to compete at the relevant Competition.

30	 	   Suspension of Evaluation Session

30.1	 A Classification Panel, in consultation with the Chief Classifier, may suspend 
an Evaluation Session if it cannot allocate a Sport Class to the Athlete, in-
cluding but not limited to, in one or more of the following circumstances:

30.1.1	 a failure on the part of the Athlete to comply with any part of 
these Classification Rules;

30.1.2	 a failure on the part of the Athlete to provide any medical infor-
mation that is reasonably required by the Classification Panel; 

30.1.3	 the Classification Panel believes that the use (or non-use) of 
any medication and/or medical procedures/device/implant dis-
closed by the Athlete will affect the ability to conduct its deter-
mination in a fair manner;

30.1.4	 the Athlete has a Health Condition that may limit or prohib-
it complying with requests by the Classification Panel during 
an Evaluation Session, which the Classification Panel considers 
will affect its ability to conduct the Evaluation Session in a fair 
manner;

30.1.5	 the Athlete is unable to communicate effectively with the Clas-
sification Panel;

30.1.6	 the Athlete refuses or is unable to comply with any reasonable 
instructions given by any Classification Personnel to such an 
extent that the Evaluation Session cannot be conducted in a fair 
manner; and/or

30.1.7	 the Athlete’s representation of his or her abilities is inconsist-
ent with any information available to the Classification Panel to 
such an extent that the Evaluation Session cannot be conduct-
ed in a fair manner.
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31	 	  Medical Review

31.1	 This Article applies to any Athlete who has been allocated a Sport Class with 
Sport Class Status Confirmed (C) or Review with Fixed Review Date (FRD).

31.2	 A Medical Review Request must be made if a change in the nature or de-
gree of an Athlete’s Impairment changes the Athlete’s ability to execute the 
specific tasks and activities required by a sport in a manner that is clearly 
distinguishable from changes attributable to levels of training, fitness and 
proficiency. 

31.3	 A Medical Review Request must be made by the Athlete’s National Body 
or National Paralympic Committee (together with a €100 non-refundable 
fee and any supporting documentation). The Medical Review Request must 
explain how and to what extent the Athlete’s Impairment has changed and 
why it is believed that the Athlete’s ability to execute the specific tasks and 
activities required by a sport has changed. 

31.4	 A Medical Review Request must be received by UIPM as soon as reasonably 
practicable.

31.5	 The Head of Classification must decide whether or not the Medical Review 
Request is upheld as soon as is practicable following receipt of the Medical 
Review Request.

31.6	 Any Athlete or Athlete Support Personnel who becomes aware of such 
changes outlined in Article 31.2 but fails to draw those to the attention of 
their National Body, National Paralympic Committee or UIPM may be inves-
tigated in respect of possible Intentional Misrepresentation.  

31.7	 If a Medical Review Request is accepted, the Athlete’s Sport Class Status will 
be changed to Review (R) with immediate effect. 
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32	 	  Intentional Misrepresentation

32.1	 It is a disciplinary offence for an Athlete to intentionally misrepresent (either 
by act or omission) his or her skills and/or abilities and/or the degree or 
nature of Eligible Impairment during Athlete Evaluation and/or at any other 
point after the allocation of a Sport Class. This disciplinary offence is referred 
to as ‘Intentional Misrepresentation’. 

32.2	 It will be a disciplinary offence for any Athlete or Athlete Support Personnel 
to assist an Athlete in committing Intentional Misrepresentation or to be in 
any other way involved in any other type of complicity involving Intentional 
Misrepresentation, including but not limited to covering up Intentional Mis-
representation or disrupting any part of the Athlete Evaluation process.

32.3	 In respect of any allegation relating to Intentional Misrepresentation a hear-
ing will be convened by UIPM to determine whether the Athlete or Athlete 
Support Personnel has committed Intentional Misrepresentation.

32.4	 The consequences to be applied to an Athlete or Athlete Support Personnel 
who is found to have been guilty of Intentional Misrepresentation and/or 
complicity involving Intentional Misrepresentation will be one or more of 
the following: 

32.4.1	 disqualification from all events at the Competition at which the 
Intentional Misrepresentation occurred, and any subsequent 
Competitions at which the Athlete competed; 

32.4.2	 being allocated with Sport Class Not Eligible (NE) and designat-
ed a Review with Fixed Review Date (FRD) Sport Class Status for 
a specified period of time ranging from 1 to 4 years; 

32.4.3	 suspension from participation in Competitions in all sport for a 
specified period of time ranging from 1 to 4 years; and 

32.4.4	 publication of their names and suspension period. 

32.5	 Any Athlete who is found to have been guilty of Intentional Misrepresenta-
tion and/or complicity involving Intentional Misrepresentation on more than 
one occasion will be allocated Sport Class Not Eligible with Fixed Review 
Date Status for a period of time from four years to life. 

32.6	 Any Athlete Support Personnel who is found to have been guilty of Intention-
al Misrepresentation and/or complicity involving Intentional Misrepresenta-
tion on more than one occasion will be suspended from participation in any 
Competition for a period of time from four years to life.

32.7	 If another International Sports Federation brings disciplinary proceedings 
against an Athlete or Athlete Support Personnel in respect of Intentional 
Misrepresentation which results in consequences being imposed on that 
Athlete or Athlete Support Personnel, those consequences will be recog-
nised, respected and enforced by UIPM.

32.8	 Any consequences to be applied to teams, which include an Athlete or Ath-
lete Support Personnel who is found to have been guilty of Intentional Mis-
representation and/or complicity involving Intentional Misrepresentation, 
will be at the discretion of UIPM.

18.10	 Any disciplinary action taken by UIPM pursuant these Classification Rules 
must be resolved in accordance with provisions of the UIPM Code of Ethics.
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33	 	  Classification Data 

33.1	 UIPM may only Process Classification Data if such Classification Data is con-
sidered necessary to conduct Classification. 

33.2	 All Classification Data Processed by UIPM must be accurate, complete and 
kept up-to-date.

34	 	  Consent and Processing 

34.1	 Subject to Article 34.3, UIPM may only Process Classification Data with the 
consent of the Athlete to whom that Classification Data relates. 

34.2	 If an Athlete cannot provide consent (for example because the Athlete is 
under age) the legal representative, guardian or other designated represent-
ative of that Athlete must give consent on their behalf.

34.3	 UIPM may only Process Classification Data without consent of the relevant 
Athlete if permitted to do so in accordance with National Laws.

35	 	  Classification Research

35.1	 UIPM may request that an Athlete provide it with Personal Information for 
Research Purposes.  

35.2	 The use by UIPM of Personal Information for Research Purposes must be 
consistent with these Classification Rules and all applicable ethical use re-
quirements. 

35.3	 Personal Information that has been provided by an Athlete to UIPM solely 
and exclusively for Research Purposes must not be used for any other pur-
pose. 

35.4	 UIPM may only use Classification Data for Research Purposes with the ex-
press consent of the relevant Athlete. If UIPM wishes to publish any Personal 
Information provided by an Athlete for Research Purposes, it must obtain 
consent to do so from that Athlete prior to any publication. This restriction 
does not apply if the publication is anonymised so that it does not identify 
any Athlete(s) who consented to the use of their Personal Information.

36	 	  Notification to Athletes

36.1	 UIPM must notify an Athlete who provides Classification Data as to:

36.1.1	 that fact that UIPM is collecting the Classification Data; and

36.1.2	 the purpose for the collection of the Classification Data; and 

36.1.3	 the duration that the Classification Data will be retained. 
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37	 	  Classification Data Security

37.1	 UIPM must:

37.1.1	 protect Classification Data by applying appropriate security 
safeguards, including physical, organisational, technical and 
other measures to prevent the loss, theft or unauthorised ac-
cess, destruction, use, modification or disclosure of Classifica-
tion Data; and

37.1.2	 take reasonable steps to ensure that any other party provided 
with Classification Data uses that Classification Data in a man-
ner consistent with these Classification Rules.

38	 	  Disclosures of Classification Data 

38.1	 UIPM must not disclose Classification Data to other Classification Organisa-
tions except where such disclosure is related to Classification conducted by 
another Classification Organisation and/or the disclosure is consistent with 
applicable National Laws.

38.2	 UIPM may disclose Classification Data to other parties only if such disclo-
sure is in accordance with these Classification Rules and permitted by Na-
tional Laws.

39	 	  Retaining Classification Data 

39.1	 UIPM must ensure that Classification Data is only retained for as long as it is 
needed for the purpose it was collected. If Classification Data is no longer 
necessary for Classification purposes, it must be deleted, destroyed or per-
manently anonymised.

39.2	 UIPM must publish guidelines regarding retention times in relation to Clas-
sification Data. 

39.3	 UIPM must implement policies and procedures that ensure that Classifiers 
and Classification Personnel retain Classification Data for only as long as is 
necessary in order for them to carry out their Classification duties in relation 
to an Athlete. 

40	 	  Access Rights to Classification Data

40.1	 Athletes may request from UIPM:

40.1.1	 confirmation of whether or not that UIPM Processes Classifica-
tion Data relating to them personally and a description of the 
Classification Data that is held;

40.1.2	 a copy of the Classification Data held by UIPM and/or

40.1.3	 correction or deletion of the Classification Data held by UIPM.

40.2	 A request may be made by an Athlete or a National Body or a National 
Paralympic Committee on an Athlete’s behalf and must be complied with 
within a reasonable period of time. 

41	 	  Classification Master Lists

41.1	 UIPM must maintain a Classification Master List of Athletes, which must in-
clude the Athlete’s name, gender, year of birth, country, Sport Class and 
Sport Class Status. The Classification Master List must identify Athletes that 
enter International Competitions.

41.2	 UIPM must make available the Classification Master List to all relevant Na-
tional Bodies on the UIPM website.  
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42	 	  Appeal

42.1	 An Appeal is the process by which a formal objection to how Athlete Eval-
uation and/or Classification procedures have been conducted is submitted 
and subsequently resolved. 

43	 	  Parties Permitted to Make an Appeal

43.1	 An Appeal may only be made by one of the following bodies:

43.1.1	 a National Body; or

43.1.2	 a National Paralympic Committee. 

44	 	  Appeals 

44.1	 If a National Body or National Paralympic Committee considers there have 
been procedural errors made in respect of the allocation of a Sport Class 
and/or Sport Class Status and as a consequence an Athlete has been allo-
cated an incorrect Sport Class or Sport Class Status, it may submit an Appeal.

44.2	 The Board of Appeal of Classification (BAC) will act as the hearing body for 
the resolution of Appeals.

44.3	 An Appeal must be made and resolved in accordance with the applicable 
BAC Bylaws.

45	 	  Ad Hoc Provisions Relating to Appeals

45.1	 The IPC and/or UIPM may issue special ad hoc provisions to operate during 
the Paralympic Games or other Competitions. 

Appeals
PART ELEVEN:
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Adaptive Equipment: Implements and apparatus adapted to the special needs of Ath-
letes, and used by Athletes during Competition to facilitate participation and/or to 
achieve results. 

Appeals: The means by which a complaint that UIPM has made an unfair decision 
during the Classification process is resolved.

Athlete: For purposes of Classification, any person who participates in sport at the 
international level (as defined by UIPM ) or national level (as defined by each National 
Federation) and any additional person who participates in sport at a lower level if des-
ignated by the person’s National Federation.

Athlete Evaluation: The process by which an Athlete is assessed in accordance with 
these Classification Rules in order that an Athlete may be allocated a Sport Class and 
Sport Class Status.

Athlete Support Personnel: Any coach, trainer, manager, interpreter, agent, team 
staff, official, medical or para-medical personnel working with or treating Athletes 
participating in or preparing for training and/or Competition.

BAC: The IPC Board of Appeal of Classification.

Chief Classifier: A classifier appointed by UIPM to direct, administer, co-ordinate and 
implement Classification matters for a specific Competition according to these Clas-
sification Rules.

Classification: Grouping Athletes into Sport Classes according to how much their 
Impairment affects fundamental activities in each specific sport or discipline. This is 
also referred to as Athlete Classification.

Classification Data: Personal Information and/or sensitive Personal Information pro-
vided by an Athlete and/or a National Body and/or any other person to a Classification 
Organisation in connection with Classification.

Classification Intelligence: Information obtained and used by an International Sport 
Federation in relation to Classification.

Classification Master List: A list made available by the UIPM that identifies Athletes 
who have been allocated a Sport Class and designated a Sport Class Status.

Classification Not Completed: the designation applied to an Athlete who has com-
menced but not completed Athlete Evaluation to the satisfaction of Para Sport. 

Classification Organisation: Any organisation that conducts the process of Athlete 
Evaluation and allocates Sport Classes and/or holds Classification Data.

Classification Panel: A group of Classifiers, appointed by UIPM, to determine Sport 
Class and Sport Class Status in accordance with these Classification Rules.

Classification Personnel: Persons, including Classifiers, acting with the authority of a 
Classification Organisation in relation to Athlete Evaluation, for example administra-
tive officers.

Classification Rule: Also referred to as Classification Rules and Regulations. The pol-
icies, procedures, protocols and descriptions adopted by UIPM in connection with 
Athlete Evaluation. 

Classification System: The framework used by UIPM to develop and designate Sport 
Classes within a Para sport.

Classifier: A person authorised as an official by UIPM to evaluate Athletes as a mem-
ber of a Classification Panel.Glossary

PART TWELVE:
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Classifier Certification: The processes by which UIPM must assess that a Classifier 
has met the specific Classifier Competencies required to obtain and maintain certifi-
cation or licensure. 

Classifier Competencies: The qualifications and abilities that UIPM deems necessary 
for a Classifier to be competent to conduct Athlete Evaluation for sport(s) governed 
by UIPM.

Classifier Code of Conduct: The behavioral and ethical standards for Classifiers spec-
ified by UIPM.

Code: The Athlete Classification Code 2015 together with the International Standards 
for: Athlete Evaluation; Eligible Impairments; Protests and Appeals; Classifier Person-
nel and Training; and Classification Data Protection.

Competition: A series of individual events conducted together under one ruling body.

Compliance: The implementation of rules, regulations, policies and processes that 
adhere to the text, spirit and intent of the Code as defined by the IPC. Where terms 
such as (but not limited to) ‘comply’, ‘conform’ and ‘in accordance’ are used in the 
Code they shall have the same meaning as ‘Compliance.’

Continuing Education: The delivery of higher knowledge and practical skills specified 
by UIPM to preserve and/or advance knowledge and skills as a Classifier in the sport(s) 
under its governance. 

Diagnostic Information: Medical records and/or any other documentation that ena-
bles UIPM to assess the existence or otherwise of an Eligible Impairment or Underly-
ing Health Condition

Eligible Impairment: An Impairment designated as being a prerequisite for competing 
in Para sport, as detailed in these Classification Rules.

Eligibility Assessment Committee: An ad hoc body formed to assess the existence or 
otherwise of an Eligible Impairment.

Entry Criteria: Standards set by UIPM relating to the expertise or experience levels 
of persons who wish to be Classifiers. This may be, for example, former Athletes or 
coaches, sports scientists, physical educators and medical professionals, all of whom 
have the qualifications and abilities relevant to conduct all, or specific parts of, Athlete 
Evaluation. 

Entry-level Education: the basic knowledge and practical skills specified by UIPM to 
begin as a Classifier in the sport(s) under its governance. 

Evaluation Session: the session an Athlete is required to attend for a Classification 
Panel to assess that Athlete’s compliance with the Minimum Impairment Criteria for a 
sport; and allocation of a Sport Class and Sport Class Status depending on the extent 
to which that Athlete is able to execute the specific tasks and activities fundamental to 
that sport. An Evaluation Session may include Observation in Competition. 

Event: A single race, match, game or singular sport contest. 

First Appearance: The first time an Athlete competes in an Event during a Competi-
tion in a particular Sport Class. 

Fixed Review Date: A date set by a Classification Panel prior to which an Athlete des-
ignated with a Sport Class Status Review with a Fixed Review Date will not be required 
to attend an Evaluation Session save pursuant to a Medical Review Request and/or 
Protest.

Head of Classification: A person appointed by UIPM to direct, administer, co-ordinate 
and implement Classification matters for UIPM.

Health Condition: A pathology, acute or chronic disease, disorder, injury or trauma.

Impairment: A Physical, Vision or Intellectual Impairment.

Intellectual Impairment: A limitation in intellectual functioning and adaptive behav-
iour as expressed in conceptual, social and practical adaptive skills that originates 
before the age of eighteen (18). 

Intentional Misrepresentation: A deliberate attempt (either by fact or omission) to 
mislead an International Sport Federation or National Body as to the existence or 
extent of skills and/or abilities relevant to a Para sport and/or the degree or nature 
of Eligible Impairment during Athlete Evaluation and/or at any other point after the 
allocation of a Sport Class.

International Competitions: A Competition where the IPC, an International Sport 
Federation or a Major Competition Organisation is the governing body for the Com-
petition and/or appoints the technical officials for the Competition.

International Sport Federation: A sport federation recognised by the IPC as the sole 
world-wide representative of a sport for Athletes with an Impairment that has been 
granted the status as a Para sport by the IPC. The IPC and the International Organi-
sations of Sports for the Disabled act as an International Sport Federation for certain 
sports.

International Standards: A document complementing the Code and providing addi-
tional technical and operational requirements for Classification.

IPC: International Paralympic Committee.

Maintaining Certification: The advanced training, education and practice necessary 
for continued competency as a Classifier. 

Major Competition Organiser: An organisation that functions as the ruling body for 
an International Competition.

Medical Diagnostics Form: a form that a National Body or National Paralympic Com-
mittee must submit in order for an Athlete to undergo Athlete Evaluation, identifying 
the Athlete’s Health Condition if so required. 

Medical Review: The process by which UIPM identifies if a change in the nature or 
degree of an Athlete’s Impairment means that some or all of the components of Ath-
lete Evaluation are required to be undertaken in order to ensure that any Sport Class 
allocated to that Athlete is correct. 

Medical Review Request: A request made by a National Body or National Paralympic 
Committee for Medical Review, made on behalf of an Athlete.

Models of Best Practice: An ad hoc guidance document prepared by the IPC to assist 
in the implementation of the Code and International Standards.

National Body: Refers to the national member of an International Sport Federation.

National Laws: The national data protection and privacy laws, regulations and policies 
applicable to a Classification Organisation.

National Paralympic Committees: The national member of the IPC who is the sole 
representative of Athletes with impairment in that country or territory. These are the 
national members of the IPC.

National Protest: A Protest made by a National Body or a National Paralympic Com-
mittee in respect of an Athlete under its jurisdiction.
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Non-Competition Venue: Any place or location (outside of a Competition) designat-
ed by UIPM as being a place or location where Athlete Evaluation is made available to 
Athletes in order that they may be allocated a Sport Class and designated with a Sport 
Class Status. 

Observation in Competition: The observation of an Athlete in a Competition by a 
Classification Panel so that the Classification Panel can complete its determination as 
to the extent to which an Eligible Impairment affects that Athlete’s ability to execute 
the specific tasks and activities fundamental to the sport.

Paralympic Games: Umbrella term for both Paralympic Games and Paralympic Winter 
Games.

Permanent: The term Permanent as used in the Code and Standards describes an 
Impairment that is unlikely to be resolved meaning the principle effects are lifelong.

Personal Information: Any information that refers to, or relates directly to, an Athlete.

Physical Impairment: an Impairment that affects an Athlete’s biomechanical execu-
tion of sporting activities, comprising Ataxia, Athetosis, Hypertonia, Impaired Muscle 
Power, Impaired Passive Range of Movement, Limb Deficiency, Leg Length Difference 
and Short Stature.

Process/Processing: The collection, recording, storage, use or disclosure of Personal 
Information and/or sensitive Personal Information. 

Protested Athlete: An Athlete whose Sport Class is being challenged.

Protested Decision: The Sport Class decision being challenged.

Protest Documents: The information provided in the Protest Form together with the 
Protest Fee.

Protest Fee: The fee prescribed by UIPM, payable by the National Body or National 
Paralympic Committee when submitting a Protest.

Protest Form: The form on which a National Protest must be submitted.

Protest: The procedure by which a reasoned objection to an Athlete’s Sport Class is 
submitted and subsequently resolved.

Protest Panel: A Classification Panel appointed by the Chief Classifier to conduct an 
Evaluation Session as a result of a Protest 

Re-certification: The process by which UIPM must assess that a Classifier has main-
tained specific Classifier Competencies. 

Recognised Competition:  Competition that is sanctioned or approved by UIPM.

Research Purposes: Research into matters pertaining to the development of sports 
within the Paralympic Movement, including the impact of Impairment on the funda-
mental activities in each specific sport and the impact of assistive technology on such 
activities.

Signatories: Any organisation that accepts the Code and commits to implement it 
and the International Standards by way of its Classification Rules.

Sport Class: A category for Competition defined by UIPM by reference to the extent 
to which an Athlete can perform the specific tasks and activities required by a sport.

Sport Class Status: A designation applied to a Sport Class to indicate the extent to 
which an Athlete may be required to undertake Athlete Evaluation and/or be subject 
to a Protest.

Team Sport: a sport in which substitution of players is permitted during a Competition.

Tracking Code Observation Assessment (OA): a designation given to an Athlete that 
replaces the Athlete’s Sport Class Status until Observation in Competition has been 
completed.

Underlying Health Condition: a Health Condition that may lead to an Eligible Impairment.

Vision Impairment: an Impairment of the eye structure, optical nerves or optical 
pathways, or visual cortex of the central brain that adversely affects an Athlete’s vision.
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